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As Catholics, we have entered into a new year
for the Church. Every first Sunday of Advent,
we mark the beginning of liturgical newness
as we again begin to contemplate Christ’s
birth at Bethlehem. In reality, our preparations
began long ago with All Saints Day on
November 1st commemorating those born into
Heavenly glory. Last Sunday, we remembered
the glory of Christ King of the Universe and
meditated on His second coming. The Church’s
liturgy coincides directly with rebirth in the
minds of Mar Qardakh students. Each child
has now watered the seeds planted at the
beginning of the year and fruit is poking
through the ground. Come June, they will
harvest an abundant yield of virtue, wisdom,
and knowledge.

Ms. Hala Warda
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ALL SAITTS DAY

Participating in a tradition beloved by
schoolchildren around the world, pupils at Mar
Qardakh International School celebrated the
Solemnities of All Saints and All Souls Day as a
student body. Arriving to school in a variety of
outfits, students joined in games, a school-wide
prayer, and shared about their costumes,
recounting the lives of the saints who they
represented.

PYP students spent the morning playing games
that taught them more about the saints and
learning songs and dances. Each hub gathered
for pictures and students were selected to
describe the lives of the saints they had chosen.
MYP students were encouraged to really look into
the lives of their saints. In speaking with a group
of students from MYP4, several pointed to the
impact their saints had on them and their day to
day lives.
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ALL SOULS PAY

Keeping in mind All Souls Day, middle
school students also participated in the
Mexican tradition of building an ofrenda or
altar decorated with photographs of
deceased relatives. Throughout the day,
students stopped by to look at the pictures
of family members and at assembly on
Thursday, PYP2 laid flowers on the altar as

they recited a prayer for the deceased.

During the last class of the day, students from MYP
and high school gathered in the school gym to
listen to speeches. Ranging from modern day
Blesseds such as Sandra Sabattini to great
theologians including Ignatius of Loyola, the
speakers shared their personal connections to the
saints and lessons taken from studying their lives.
MYP5 and high school students also shared the
history behind the feast day and a presentation on
our calling to holiness as Catholics.

Raoul Anas chose to depict Blessed Carlo Acutis, a
popular choice among his fellow classmates.
Looking back on the life of the holy millennial he
mused  Blessed Carlo showed me that saints are

not just the religious, priests and nuns that is, but
they can also be normal people like me."



PYP NEWS | i
November marked some serious - . N
events for PYP. Early on, students
invited their families to a showcase
where they demonstrated their
learning and connected teachers
with families. Later, all classes
presented on numerous projects
ranging from model solar systems

to protecting endangered species.

As a part of “Where We are in Place and

Time,” PYP4 visited Erbil Citadel to have a

better understanding of their civilization
(Mesopotamia). They explored, investigated,

and researched various artifacts such as

buildings, costumes, and agricultural tools.
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Not everything at Mar Qardakh is

about studying! MYP convened for
the first ever field day and matched
their physical prowess on the field of
competition. Whether balancing ping
pong balls or outpacing each other in
the wheelbarrow race, students
showed their athletic abilities match

their academic aptitude.




